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Zagreb, 27 January 2010






gb/MR *20422
On Thursday, 28th January, the EU Delegation organises a roundtable on ‘IPA INFO 2008 - Civil Society EU Info’ project.  

The call for proposals launched by the EU Delegation in 2009 resulted grants being given to  six  projects to NGOs from across Croatia. The European Commission's contribution to these projects is to €210.000 EUR.  The main objective of this programme was to emphasise the EU's commitment to Croatia, as well as to increase better inform Croatian citizens about the benefits of the process of European integration
The purpose of the round table meeting is to formally launch the [projects and to enhance the public debate about  Croatia's membership to the EU. 
The event will be opened by the Head of the EU Delegation (EUD) to Croatia, Ambassador Paul Vandoren. During the roundtable the six awarded NGOs will present their projects and forthcoming events. 

Media representatives are invited to attend the opening part of the event to be held at EUIC premises (Trg žrtava fašizma 6, Zagreb) on 28 January 2010 from 10:30 until 13:30 hours.

NOTE ON THE AWARDED PROJECTS: 

1. GONG has been awarded € 40,000, for their project ‘European Class’. The overall objective of the project is to raise awareness of among high school students about the EU and the enlargement process, especially the way the latter affects the life of Croatian youth and to develop a deeper understanding about the importance of education on EU issues among citizens and the youth. The project aims to  educate 9,000 high school students through 300 workshops about the EU in general, its policies as well as the accession process. 

2. Centre for Social Education 'Proni' has been awarded € 35,922, for their project 'Euphoria'.   The overall objective of the project is to increase the level of knowledge and raise awareness of young people aboutthe enlargement process through a  deeper understanding of EU values and standards affecting the everyday life of young people in Osijek-Baranja, Vukovar-Srijem, Sisak-Moslavina, Zagreb, Primorsko-Goranska and Split-Dalmatia counties. The objective includes setting up Euro Info Corners and promoting the participation of young people in public debate events.

3. Association for Independent 'Media Culture' has been awarded € 40,000, for their project 'Croatia and EU: Information bridge on the Web portal H-alter’. The overall objective of the project is to raise the level of information about EU through the website H-alter,  to enhance the public debate on Croatia’s EU membership and to deconstruct prejudices about the EU created due to a lack of  information. The objective includes opening a media space where the relevant information on EU will be presented in a comprehensive way. 
- more follows –

4. ‘The Local Democracy Agency’ has been awarded €24,000 for their project  ‘EU.N.V.I.R.O.N.M.E.N.T’ (European Notions Values and Instruments for Revitalizing Original Natural Monuments as Environment Treasures). The objective of the project is to contribute to spreading information on European environmental values and standards in food safety and consumer protection  in high schools in the  Istria Region. The project includes interactive non formal learning tools, and increasing the networking among high schools through various activities and to encourage the participation of young citizens in the construction of a new Europe. 

5. ‘The Green Action’ has been awarded € 35,743, for their project ‘What does EU membership mean for Croatian environment’ was awarded to the Green Action. The objective of the project is to enhance public debate in Croatia about the challenges and opportunities of EU membership related to the environment.  This will be achieved through visibility actions and campaigns targeting 40 Environmental NGOs and initiatives ; environmental officers from 51 local governments ; 50 professional environmental journalists ; 3 national business associations and some 4000 interested citizens.

6. ‘Forum for Freedom in Education’ has been awarded € 33,700, for their project  ‘Teaching the EU. Integrating the EU Education in the Croatian Education System’. The overall objective is to strengthen the education system by incorporating education on the  EU education at a national level by focusing on  teachers, students obtaining teacher degree and state and local officials in charge of education policy. 

For more information please contact:
Ms. Mirella Rašić, EU Delegation, 4896 571
- END -
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